World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Chapter 8b – Judaism 2
Rabbinical Judaism 
Name:       Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics

Note:  A brief description means adequate to show that you have the concept, but not a book.

I. Judaism in the Modern World
In this and the last Unit we learn about Sephardic and Ashkenazic Jews. The Sephardic Jews were expelled from Spain and settled around the Mediterranean and into the Middle East.  The Ashkenazic Jews, however, migrated from France into central Europe where their culture often flourished, though conservative Hasidism also tended to encourage them to live apart.  Suspicion often pushed them into ghettos and persecutions often broke out.  The ultimate persecution ended in the Holocaust, killing one third of the Jews in the world and effectively ended Ashkenazic culture.
1. What were some of the reasons that Hitler sought to exterminate the Jews  (p. 320)
2. What were some of the reasons that Hitler was so successful in his campaign to eliminate the Jews (p. 320)
I.  Divisions within Contemporary Judaism
1.Observance-Based Divisions – divisions exist in modern Judaism based on religious observance.   Four branches of Judaism have emerged, from traditional to progressive.  List the branches and briefly describe the history, beliefs, and practices of each branch.  (p. 332-335)
2. A major result of the Holocaust was the creation of the State of Israel.  Describe the three steps through with the state of Israel emerged.
III Religious Practice.  (p. 323-328)
1. Pick one of the Jewish celebrations or Holy Days that you thought was particularly interesting, indicate its emotional tone from Molloy’s list, describe the Holy Day and give what history is available. Tell why you found it interesting (personal, representative of something you learned about Judaism, etc.)
