World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Ch 12b – Modern Search 2
Name:       Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics

I.  Science and Technology (p. 536)

Molloy makes a rather strong assertion about science and religion: “Prescientific religions may continue to exist in the remotest cultures, but major religions will have to accommodate the scientific view of reality. It is the anvil on which all religions will be hammered and tested” (p. 538)
(Answering this question will prepare you for our discussion during our final Mandatory Meeting. Careful attention to it will serve double duty).
1. How does he make a case for this argument. (p. 536-538)
2. Do you agree with such a statement?  Whether yes, no, or maybe, back up your answer with examples from the text, considerations of what you have learned about the world’s major religions, and your own reasons.
Science and Ethical Issues (pg. 538-540)
1. According to Molloy, science and technology have broadened our knowledge, enriched our lives, and created choices that pose ethical problems.  Discuss two of the eight ethical questions listed. What are the questions/issues, and what are your thoughts on these two?
1) 
2)
Secularism (pg. 540-543)
1. From Molloy’s discussion of secularism, formulate a descriptive definition of secularism.  (pg. 540-541)
2. What is the nature of the relationship between religions and secularism?  (pg. 541-543)
Environmental Challenges and Recurring Change (pg. 542-546)
Molloy sets the scenario of the increasing human population, the move to cities, and the ravaging of the natural environment and its effects on resources.  He thinks that faced with new problems, old religions must recover wisdom and rethink morality. This will not be easy.  (This answer will also serve you well in the Mandatory Meeting discussion.)
1. What are the two common denominators among religions that relate to the problem of changing times.
    (p. 544)

2. What is the nature of fundamentalism?  (pg. 546)
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