World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Ch 10b – Islam 2 
Name:       Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics

Note:  A brief description means adequate to show that you have the concept, but not a book.

Islam and the Modern World
I.  Islam and Contemporary Life  (p. 472)

1.  Soon after its beginnings, Islam became and remained a world power for about eight hundred years.

    a)  Describe this period of ascendancy.  

   b)  Describe the circumstances that swung the pendulum of power back to the West.

II.  Islam in the West and Beyond  (p. 478)
Molloy discusses the increasing struggle between Muslims who favor a secular, Western modeled system 
      of laws and those who seek the establishment of Sharia law based on the Qur’an.  (p. 480)
1.  This is part of a greater struggle between Muslim and Western cultures in conflict.  Identify and 
      describe the four areas of this conflict that are addressed.

2.  Two other intractable problems that create conflict are mentioned.  What resentments are fueled by 
      each of these?  (p. 481)
    a)  The Palestinian Issue:  
     b)  Western colonization:  
III.  Read “Jihad and the Modern World”  (p. 482)

1.  The word “jihad” in Arabic means “strive” or “struggle.”  What are the two types of jihad called for in Islam?  

2.  Each Muslim feels a strong obligation to practice jihad, both personal and public. There are significant 
    disagreements within Islam about how to spread the faith, however.  What are the two major sources of this   
    disagreement discussed?

3.  The principles of Sharia include legal proscriptions that are quite different from secular and 
     contemporary legal practice.  Describe some of these differences AND describe the desires and efforts of 
     moderate Muslims to modify or resist Sharia imposition on their societies.
    a)  Differences:  
    b)  Moderate solutions: 

IV.  What Surprised You?  
1. What did you learn in these Units on Islam that you either didn’t know, or you had a mistaken impression 
    about, that surprised or intrigued you?
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