Name _______________________________      Patterns in Religious Views on the World and Life (see pg. 14-16)

	Pattern & Description
	Indigenous 
	Hinduism
	Buddhism
	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Nature of 
Sacred Reality
Transcendent, Immanent? 
Personal, impersonal?

Visible?

Invisible?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nature of the Universe Intelligent, 
created, personal eternal, impersonal?
Finite, infinite?

Changing, unchanging?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Human attitude toward nature
Realm of evil 
   forces?
Opposite spirit?

Sacred or divine

Shaped by 
   humans?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Time
Linear?  Moving to a final point? Cyclical? Endless and repeating changes?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pattern & Description
	Indigenous
	Hinduism
	Buddhism
	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Human Purpose
Individual: Part of   
     plan - unique? 
Meaning in cosmic plan? 
Struggle between 
    good and evil?
Or individual as 
   only a small part 
   of natural 
   universe? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Words and Scriptures
Written?  Spoken?
Prayers?

Scriptures?

Oral tradition” 
Mistrust of 
   words?

Value silence?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Exclusiveness/
Inclusiveness
Affected by:

Sacredness 
   distinct  from 
   world – Ultimate truth?
Relative truth?

Social harmony

Inadequacy of 
   language


	
	
	
	
	
	


