Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U7 - Two Cultures and the Middle Ages

Name:                                 Date:                             Points:
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction:  In this unit we cover everything from the birth of Christ through the Middle Ages to rediscovery of classicism a thousand years later. It is really quite ridiculous, so this DW will help you focus on the most important philosophical concepts, which center around Christianity’s melding of two distinctly different world views. “Christianity’s self-conception as a world religion was profoundly facilitated by its relation to the larger Hellenistic world. While Christianity’s claim to religious universality originated in Judaism, both its effective universality—its success in propagation—and it philosophical universality owed much to the Greco-Roman milieu of its birth. Ancient Christians did not consider it accidental that the Incarnation [of Jesus as the Christ] occurred at the historical moment of conjunction between the Jewish religion, Greek philosophy, and the Roman Empire” (Passions p. 98)
Context: Just as understanding the ontological assumptions of the Greek philosophers was vital to understanding their philosophical projects, so too is understanding of the cosmological assumptions of these worldviews vital to comprehension of how they meld in Christianity.
1. Alberto describes the Indo-Europeans as having a cyclical view of history. (p.148-150)
a. Describe what constitutes Indo-Europeans

b. Describe what a cyclical worldview is.

c.  How does it connect to Oriental religions and Greek philosophy? (p. 150)
2. Alberto describes the Semites as having a linear view of history. (p. 150-153)
a. Describe what constitutes Semitic

b. Describe what a linear worldview is.

c. How is this worldview different from the Indo-European & Oriental worldview? (p.153)
Context: In Paul’s penetration into the Greco-Roman world and Augustine’s Christianity influenced by Neo-Platonism, we see the melding of the Semitic and Indo-European worldviews. “In the space of three to four hundred years, the entire Hellenistic world had become Christian” (SW p.160).
Paul was a Pharisee (a strict Jew) but he came from the Roman city Tarsus (he was a Roman citizen), and he was raised in a Hellenistic culture (he understood it). He was uniquely positioned to spread Christianity after his conversion.  
3. Alberto says that Paul succeeds in getting the Athenians to listen to him (Athens is now part of the Roman Empire) but they say his words are strange to their ears.  List some of “collisions” that the doctrine of Christian Redemption had with Greek philosophical “ears.”

 (p.157-159 –include both Alberto’s lesson and Paul’s speech to the Athenians in your search).
Context: Alberto tells Sophie how the Greco-Roman culture survived through 3 cultures—“the rivers of antiquity.”  Of course, there was something of them all in all three rivers, and they converged again at the end of the Middle Ages.

4. What are the 3 “rivers of antiquity”—and the three cultures through which they flowed?  Include the place, main city, culture, and philosophy. (p. 170-171) 
5. One of the rivers flows through St. Augustine (354-430 ce). It is in Augustine that we see the rationalism of Plato and the linearity of Judaism woven into Christian theology. Describe some of the characteristic of these two worldviews that appear in Augustine’s theology. (p. 173-176)

6.  One of the rivers flows through St. Aquinas (1225-1274 ce). It is in Aquinas that we see the empiricism of Aristotle begin to take hold of the Western mind once again. In what ways did Aquinas interpret and explain Aristotle’s philosophy, thereby “Christianizing it?” (p.178-182) 
Conclusion: Alberto then tells Sophie that knowing our historical roots “is the only way to become more than a naked ape, or to avoid floating in a vacuum.”  Or maybe to avoid getting stuck in the fur?

I am including comparison charts that show how Aquinas picked up on Aristotle’s “Nature’s Scale” and why it became the “Great Chain of Being.”  This was as foundational to the early modern mind before the rise of science as was geocentrism—the Earth as the center of the universe. 
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