Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U5 – Plato

Name:               Date:               Points:
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction:  Plato, Alberto tells us, asked the same questions as Socrates about the relationship between what is eternal and immutable and what flows, or changes. However, Plato was concerned with this question both in regard to nature, as were the Natural Philosophers, and in regards to morals and society, as was Socrates.  He saw these to questions as one and the same (SW p.83). “…it would appear that Plato, in reflecting upon the legacy of his teacher in the course of his own intellectual evolution, gradually made explicit…what he understood to be implicit in both Socrates’s life and his arguments” (Passions p. 36). 
We know a great deal about Plato’s philosophical project because his school—the Academy—survived for over 900 years, closing in 529 ce!
In the video from the Athens chapter, Plato asked Sophie four questions, two of which were: 

How can a baker bake 50 identical cookies and why are all horses the same?

1. Explain why these questions point to how Plato’s idea of a “basic substance” was different from that of Empedocles and Democritus (p. 84-85 top)
2. Discuss how a Lego horse and the fifty identical cookies exemplify Plato’s idea of an eternal and immutable form (p. 85)
3. Briefly state Plato’s “theory of ideas.” What are the only things of which we can have true knowledge and why? (p. 86-87).
4.  Why did Plato find mathematics “so absorbing.” What examples did Alberto use (p. 87)
5.  What are the two regions of reality Plato believed existed? Briefly describe each one.  (p.88)

6. Briefly describe Plato’s ideal, or Utopian State. Could women have a role in this governing structure and why?  
