Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U12—Romanticism and Hegel

Name:                     Date:              
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction: Alberto tells Sophie that the “Romantics had said that the deepest meaning of life lay in what they called the ‘world spirit.’”  In a sharp reaction to the Enlightenment’s mechanistic universe, the Romantics played off of Kant’s idea of not being able to know “the thing in itself” to determine that that “thing in itself” is nature which embodied the “world spirit.”  Our spirit is part of that spirit—all is one.

 “…the Romantic sensibility advanced new standards and values for human knowledge.  Through the self-creating power of imagination and will, the human being could body forth unborn realities, penetrate invisible but altogether real levels of being, comprehend nature and history and the cosmos’s unfolding—indeed, participate in the very process of creation. A new epistemology was claimed both possible and necessary. And so the limits of knowledge established by Locke, Hume, and the positivist side of Kant were boldly defied by the idealists and romantics of the post-Enlightenment” (Passions p. 371).
1. Romanticism is described by Alberto as the “last great cultural epoch,” “Europe’s last common approach to life.” He gave Sophie 4 “catchwords” for the Romantics. Give each of the 4 catchwords and explanation Alberto gives for each. (This will take some effort as he doesn’t make their delineation easily discerned) (p. 342-344 -last of sentence from previous page)
2.  What is the difference between Universal Romanticism and National Romanticism? (p. 348)
Context: According to Alberto, “Hegel united and developed almost all the ideas that had surfaced in the romantic period.”  But he was also sharply critical, and had a different idea of “world spirit.”  

3. Hegel (1770-1831) “was the legitimate child of Romanticism.” His philosophy “gained an enormous following is nearly all the universities in Germany” (p. 357)
 
a. What did he say about truth? (p. 358)


b. Why was Hegel’s philosophy considered more like a method for understanding the 
                progress of history? What example was used to describe this? (p. 358-359) 
Context: Hegel looked at history as a long chain of reflections. As soon as one thought is proposed, it will be contradicted by another so that a tension arises between these two opposites and a third thought then resolves this tension.
4. List and briefly describe (using examples) each of the three stages of knowledge that lead to this compromise (negation of a negation) (p. 361-362)
5. Hegel believed that the individual, of which he was somewhat skeptical, was an organic part of the community. “World spirit” (reason) came from the interplay of people, not from within the individual.

a. What two things are babies born into? (p. 366). 
b. Describe the 3 stages of consciousness through which the world spirit returns to itself? (p. 366)
c. What does he say about philosophy and the world spirit?  (p. 366-367)
