Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 9 – Judaism 2

Context of DF questions - “Chagall and the Jewish Christ”
Chagall grew up Hasidic—that is to say very conservative—and one has the feeling that the answer to one of our reading quiz questions might apply to Chagall— Hasidism seems very strict but those raised in the faith find much fulfillment in it.  “Chagall and the Jewish Christ” brings out four important and foundational concepts for the Jews considered in both our Units. The first is that even if they are not observant, Jews still identify with the Jewish culture and history.  There is a deep bond that seems unbroken even by lack of participation in religious traditions.
The second is the enduring capacity of Jews to retain tradition and identity, even in the face of persecution and even genocide.  In our first Unit we learned how important it was to the Jews, as their temple was destroyed and they were dispersed almost literally to the four winds, that their sacred texts had been written down and made transportable into their new lives.  They took their history and traditions with them even though they lost their place and means of worship in the Temple in Jerusalem.

The third is that Chagall captures the idea that the Jews had a messianic vision, not only of a savior, but of themselves as saviors, which we considered in the last Unit.  Yahweh is a God for all people and as Yahweh’s chosen people, they must suffer for the world, which will bring it to perfection in time.  Perhaps more than any other religion, Judaism is historically and spiritually connected—inner and outer history intimately bonded.  When we consider Judaism in the light of the SLO that requests students of World Religions to be able to summarize and explain the internal and external histories of, in this case Judaism, there would virtually be no difference.  The relationship of God to his people, represented in a series of external historical events, essentially is the spiritual history.
Finally, a linear view of reality brings forth a belief that things can get better and therefore supports hope—the belief that history is going somewhere.  (This idea originated in the West through Judaism).  Smith tells us that: “Political [having a home—returning to the land God gave them] and spiritual longings united, as did hopes for themselves and the world at large.  Both themes figure in Zionism, the modern movement for political and spiritual renewal of the Jewish people, which helped the Jews return to Palestine and form the State of Israel in 1948.”  (p. 299)
DF Question(s) 
Drawing from the four themes above that Chagall depicts in the R&E segments on Judaism as a starting place, using anything that the Teva Learning Center story “Ancient Roots” might add, and considering the Jew’s stories about their history (Abraham, Moses, King David, etc) and their longing and messianic hope, imagine that you are a Jew that has found him or herself with the opportunity to leave Europe, or elsewhere, and return to the promised land after nearly 2000 years of dispersion and “homelessness.”  
1. What thoughts would be running through your mind as you step onto the soil of the Promised Land, where all the towering figures you learned about growing up once walked and where so many of the events in the history of your people took place?  
