Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 8 – Judaism 1

Context of DF questions -  “Sephardic High Holy Days” and 
                                              “Leaving Orthodox Judaism”
As you have seen from your reading and the special focus session, Judaism is a monotheistic, linear, and profoundly historical religion.  In both the R&E segments this week, we see traditional Judaism being maintained even in the secular and pluralistic culture of the United States. The foundation of this capacity is retaining remembrance of the Jew’s history, through scripture, ritual, community, language, and tradition. A religion could hardly be more different in every way from Buddhism. Yet, there is one similarity that strikes me. They both tend to shy from metaphysical speculation and focus on prescriptions for living in this world.  And, at least in Vajrayana Buddhism, there is a similarity in the way the physical body is incorporated into the expressions of faith—including the joys of dancing and singing (in their own ways).
In these two R&E segments we have a glimpse into the traditions and practices that sustained the Jews after the destruction of the 2nd Temple in Jerusalem, the ending of Biblical Judaism and the priesthood, and the dispersion of the Jews all over the known world.  The recounting of the stories of the Torah—Adam and Eve, Abraham, Noah and the Flood, Moses and the escape from Egypt, the glory days of Kings David and Solomon, the Babylonian Exile, and the joyful return to Jerusalem, the rebuilding of the Temple, the hope for the Messiah while under the foot of the Roman Empire—all speak to the heart of the Jew and connect them to the Jewish experience throughout the centuries.  

The Jewish God, Yahweh, is a God leading his people to a better world.  Seeing themselves as God’s chosen people puts them not in a place of privilege, but of responsibility and suffering for the redemption of the whole world—all of God’s children.  When one of the children of the Orthodox community, which sees itself as bearing this burden throughout history through their traditional practices, leaves their community, it diminishes them in the fulfillment of their mission.
DF Question(s) 
Using the R&E segments on Judaism as a starting place, and thinking about the Jew’s linear worldview and historical nature of Judaism, about their sense of mission, and their tremendous struggles and persecution:
1.  What thoughts do you have about these Orthodox communities of Jews and their insular traditions and lifestyles? 
2. What value, if any, do you think there is in these Orthodox Jews trying to maintain their traditions, compared to how many of you thought it was valuable for the Wampanoag?
Thought starters:  

Be sure you consider the communities both segments and try to look at the world through their eyes, 

comparing it to what you have learned about Judaism from the SF video and Molloy.

Use the understanding that you discussed in your DW of the radical difference between Buddhism and 

Judaism to help you shift your thinking to the linear and historical nature of Judaism.

Then recognize that it is Judaism that laid the foundations for the worldview you now hold that will probably 

make you uncomfortable with the insularity you have viewed.

