Context and Questions for Discussion Forum -  Unit 6 – Buddhism 1

Context of DF questions -  “Buddhist University of India”
Studying the story of how Siddhartha became the Buddha and the basic teaching teachings of Buddhism as we have this week, one might think that Buddhism is very narrow in the scope of its concerns—focusing on the enlightenment of the individual and the path to nirvana.  But of course, Molloy also tells us about the Buddhist monasteries where the monks are well integrated into the community and help with everything from taking care of stray animals, to providing a spiritual presence at weddings, to advising on winning lottery tickets (I can’t help but wonder how successful they are).  So perhaps it is not so surprising that one of the great, and earliest, universities in the world was a Buddhist university that drew students from all over Asia and taught a large variety of worldly studies.  Their library alone was astonishing.
The Nalanda University was established in the 5th century ce by the Gupta Kings to spread Buddhism throughout Asia.  It was destroyed by a Muslim Turk who beheaded, or burned alive, thousands of monks, in his determination to stamp out Buddhism. (Tyrants are still trying this tactic—they never learn.)

The Nalanda University website tells us that “(h)istorical sources indicate that the University had a long and illustrious life which lasted almost continually for 800 years, from the fifth to the twelfth century ce.  It was a completely residential university with over 2,000 teachers and 10,000 students.  The Nalanda ruins reveal through their architectural components the holistic nature of knowledge that was sought and imparted at the University.  It suggests a seamless co-existence between nature and man and between living and learning.” 
In this week’s Unit we have learned about the internal and external history of Buddhism (one of our SLOs) and this R&E segment gives us another interesting piece of the Buddhist story.  I have filled in some of the history of Nalanda above. One thing that is quite clear however, is that the teachings of the Buddha were a direct reaction to the Hinduism of his time that had become mired in corruption, the centralizing of power in the priest, meaningless ritual, and oppression of believers. (Not the last time this was to happen to world religion!) What is also clear is the importance of ahimsa to the Buddha, and his almost inexhaustible compassion, which are still signature traits of Buddhism, even in its multitudinous forms.
DF Question(s) 
Using the R&E segment on Buddhism as a starting place, and thinking about the internal and external histories of Buddhism we have learned so far:  From Buddha’s birth, to his establishment of the Three Jewels of Reality, the Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, and his ashram and ministry, to the modern day believers visiting where he was enlightened under the Bodhi tree’s ancestor and began his teaching, and the reestablishment of the Buddhist University.
1.  What most fascinated or surprised you regarding these histories? 
2.  What do you think the Buddha would have thought of Buddhism as it took shape after his death?

 Just pick up on one or two threads that caught your attention during your studies and address it (them) specifically.  Between you and your groupmates, you will come up with a nice variety of connections.

