Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 15 – The Modern Search 1
Context of DF questions - “Religion and Environmentalism” 
Molloy begins the section he entitles “Environmentalism: A Religious Phenomenon?” (p. 547) with a history of sensitivity to nature, from Daoism in China to nature themes in European Impressionists, to appreciation of the great open spaces of North America, to Earth Day and Ecotourism. He discusses how the Green Movement “can be seen as a sort of twenty-first century indigenous religion” that has interesting parallels to traditional religions, minus the characteristic sacramental and ritualistic elements. Molloy clearly hasn’t read any of the books of the Collins Foundation Press, whose authors have elaborated any number of rituals and sacramental ceremonies and practices designed to reconnect us more intimately with nature. Nevertheless, his points are well taken and it is clear that sensitivity to nature is not new.
In addition, there is a relatively new scientific story of the origins of the Earth, life, and humanity, that is increasingly finding its place in spirituality and in commitments to care for the Earth.  (BTW—one of the shortest summaries of this story I have ever seen can be found on p. 537-538 of EWR).  There is something about this story – perhaps knowing that we are all made from the same elements that were made in the hearts of long ago stars and gifted to future cosmic structures, and to life, in the explosion and death of those stars that is so compelling.  Of course, there are many who do not believe this story is true, but still can believe in our interconnectedness because of a creator.  And indigenous religions have had this view of the world for time in memorial.
In “All Religions Are Not the Same” we have the view that seeing the differences in religions is important to seeing the possibilities for them collaborating and also seeing the inherent teachings that can be used to hold them in conflict.  Yet in all of the Renewal videos we have watched, and in the “Religion and Environmentalism” R&E segment, we have seen great cooperation between the faiths in the face of the environmental crises that we are confronting. Clearly many traditional religions are catching up to “alternate paths” and “modern searches” in terms of developing environmental awareness.  Molloy rather eloquently suggest that:
“These developments in traditional religions are an entirely new and important extension of religious morality.  The potential of the environmental movement to grow—and to influence existing religions—suggests that it is a possible new scaffolding for the cathedral of humanity’s future religious expressions.” 
(p. 547)
DF Question(s) 
Using the Special Focus video and this Unit’s R&E segment as a starting place, the textbook material for this Unit, and the Renewal videos we have watched over the semester, think back over what you have learned about religion and environmentalism and address the question below:
1. Do you agree with the grand statement that Molloy makes above about a “possible new scaffolding?” If so why, or if not, why not?
NOTE:  Be sure to back up your answer with specific material from the Unit—what gives you hope and/or, what makes you more cynical.
