Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 13 – Islam 2
Context of DF questions - “Muslim Community Building in Chicago” 
Not surprisingly, the world into which each of the three monotheistic religions was born had a great impact on shaping the development of their history, practices, and theology.  Judaism, born through Abraham into a world of paganism, struggled to define its monotheism over a substantial historical period, as we saw in History of God.  Born into the powerful Roman world at a time of high Messianic expectation by the Jews, Christianity melded together both the Indo-European and Semitic worldviews. Belief in the Jewish Jesus as the Christos brought a startling message of both love and salvation.

Born into a violent and sometimes lawless tribal world of the 5th century Arabian Peninsula, Muhammad brought a message of social justice that was unprecedented in its time and place.  He governed with both a political and military hand, but significantly raised the status of women, insisted on charity to the poor, and, as many of you pointed out in your last DF, treated Jews and Christians with generosity and respect.
Historically, Judaism is now some 4000 years old, Christianity 2000, and Islam 1400—more than enough time to have clashed with and hated one another, had periods of respect and mutual enhancement, and have had tremendous cultural impact on one another.  Currently, we are in a cycle of distrust and violence for some in each faith, and of cooperation and mutual regard for others.

One thing that all moderate members of each of these faiths can agree upon is that there is tremendous power in the three together, comprising as they do more than half the world’s population between them, to bring love, compassion, and environmental justice to the world.  This will require mutual respect, understanding, and willingness to share the “temple of Earth” as the Rabbi in our R&E segment was willing to share his synagogue with the Muslim community for their Ramadan celebration, and the “fruits of the Earth” as the Muslims were with the poor and homeless in “Food for Faith.”
DF Question(s) 
Using the Special Focus video, and the R&E segments as a starting place, think back over what you have learned about the history and beliefs of Islam and address the question below.  You may use the same material you used on your DW but you must go into greater depth and give specifics to back up your answer:
Even though Islam in one of the three monotheistic religions, it has some striking differences from Judaism and Christianity, in its history, practice, and theology. 

1. Thinking about these categories, what did you learn in these Units on Islam that you either didn’t know, or you had a mistaken impression about, that surprised or intrigued you?
NOTE:  You can frame your answer in any one of the three categories above, or, perhaps go big and try a bit from each category.
