Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 12 – Islam 1
Context of DF questions - “Combating Muslim Extremism in Britain” 
Muslims, generally young, and generally men (though not always) are being radicalized all over the world by sophisticated Islamic terrorist organizations. Unemployment, poverty, lack of opportunity, and feelings of persecution and anger make these young Muslims vulnerable to such radicalization. It is actually not surprising the resentment among Muslims in many Middle Eastern countries, that gives rise to the terrorist organizations, runs deep against the West, given the generations of atrocities and arrogance perpetrated on them by British and other Western Colonialism, and by U.S support of dictators, wars, and our special interests in the Middle East.
Even within Islam, bad feelings between Sunnis and Shiites are exploited for political purposes, creating Muslim on Muslim violence. Home grown terrorism, such as the Boston Marathon attack, and a 2006 British bus attack, has become increasingly frequent and hard to prevent, as seen in the R&E segment.  Yet the majority of peace loving Muslims would never condone these violent methods, misleadingly called jihad, and many Muslims are working hard to combat the misconceptions that both “jihadists” and non-Muslims have of Islam.  
It is not part of your assignment but if you would like to know more about these efforts you may want to watch an R&E segment, “Women in Islam,” which is fascinating interview with the founder of the American Islamic Conference, Zainab al-Suwaij, on her efforts to help young people bring about social and cultural change in the Islamic world. (http://video.pbs.org/video/2365125609/ ).
In the same way that we talked about how Buddha would feel about Buddhism if he could see it now, one wonders what Muhammad would say about the violence and terrorism that is present in the modern Muslim world.  (Terrorism is, it must be noted, not limited to Muslims).

DF Question(s) 
Using these to Special Focus video, and this R&E segments as a starting place, think back over what you have learned about the history and beliefs of Islam, perhaps think of yourself as a Muslim—maybe even one involved in the American Islamic Conference mentioned above, and address the question below:
1. What would you like to tell disaffected young Muslims about the history and beliefs of their faith that might help them to see it in a different light and perhaps find ways to channel their anger and frustration into positive endeavors that could transform the world.
NOTE:  Certainly this seems a bit unrealistic, but in fact, there are Muslims who are doing this and making a difference. Try to be as specific as you can with regards to history and beliefs.  This is not a simple issue.
