Context and Questions for Discussion Forum 

Unit 6 – Aristotle
Context of DF questions

Aristotle was an amazingly prolific philosopher and, as I mention in the Unit Introduction, he provided the language and logic and a foundation and structure for much of the development of the future philosophical, theological, and scientific inquiries of the Western mind. (Passions p. 55).  As Alberto puts it—“the last of the great Greek philosophers.”  He also “turned Plato’s ontology on its head” and we call him an empiricist for his belief in his senses.  But in many other ways, Aristotle was in much agreement with Plato, and still held the rational mind to have access to eternal truth.
“Aristotle regarded the mind not only as that which is activated by sensory experience, but also as something that is eternally active, and indeed divine and immortal.  This aspect of mind, the active intellect (nous), alone gave man the intuitive capacity to grasp final and universal truths.” “In Aristotle’s view, the individual human soul might cease to exist with death, since the soul is vitally joined to the physical body in animates.  The soul is the form of the body, just as the body is the matter of the soul.  But the divine intellect, of which each man has a potential share and which distinguishes man from other animals, is immortal and transcendent.  Indeed, man’s highest happiness consists in the philosophical contemplation of eternal truth.
“Also like Plato, Aristotle believed the deepest cause for things must be sought not in the beginning of things but in their end—their telos, their purpose and final actuality, that to which they aspire.”  (Passions p. 61)
Aristotle’s mind is still embedded in the Greek worldview of his time, that something had always existed and that, though it might not be a pantheon of mythical gods that runs things, it is nevertheless a divine and eternal purpose to which the human reason has access. It is this innate reason that sets humans apart on Aristotle’s scale of nature, or “great chain of being” as it came to be called in the early modern mind.
Questions(s)

Aristotle’s projects covered wide swaths of subjects and it turned Plato’s ontology on its head. Strains of his thought, like Plato’s, have come down to us through a long intellectual history, particularly affecting the early modern mind and undergirding the rise of science.

Drawing on what you learned in Sophie’s World, your Discussion Worksheet, the Unit Introduction and quotations from Passions, the Special Focus reading on Metaphysics, the Context Enrichment about happiness, and using your own experience and ideas, answer the question below:

1. Which of Aristotle’s many philosophical projects intrigued or interested your group the most and why. 
Try to be as specific and detailed as possible and draw on your personal reactions and experiences to enhance your group’s answer
