Context and Questions for Discussion Forum 

Unit 5 – Plato
Context of DF questions

Plato knew the works of the Natural Philosophers and being Greek, he both assumed that something had always existed, and that that something was archetypal.  But he also saw that a materialistic universe gave no explanation as to how one, or many, basic substances, could be reformed over and over into things in this world with no pattern to go by (many still wonder this today!).  In addition, he saw in this explanation of realty no grounds for moral behavior or evaluation of beauty, justice, goodness—eternal truths.  Finally, since, as Heraclitus determined, the most basic nature of reality is transformation—change—and Plato thought that it was impossible to have true knowledge of that which our senses tell us is in constant change.
“For all its devotion to dialectical precision and intellectual rigor, Plato’s philosophy was permeated with a kind of religious romanticism…. Plato described the Ideas not so much as neutral objects of dispassionate rational apprehension but as transcendent essence that, when directly experienced by the pure philosopher, evoke intense emotional response and even mystical rapture. The philosopher is literally a “lover of wisdom” and approaches his intellectual task as a romantic quest of universal significance.”

“For Plato, the ultimate reality is not only ethical and rational in nature, but also aesthetic.”

“The Good, the True, and the Beautiful are effectively united in the supreme creative principle, at once commanding moral affirmation, intellectual allegiance, and aesthetic surrender.  As the most accessible of the Forms, visible in part even to the physical eye, Beauty opens up human awareness to the existence of the other Forms, drawing the philosopher toward the beatific vision and knowledge of the True and the Good.  Hence Plato suggested that the highest philosophical vision is possible only to one with the temperament of a lover.  The philosopher must permit himself [or herself] to be inwardly grasped by the most sublime form of Eros—that universal passion to restore a former unity, to overcome the separation from the divine and become one with it.  (Passions p. 41)
Questions(s)

Drawing on what you learned in Sophie’s World, your Discussion Worksheet, the quotations from Passions, the Special Focus video of The Cave, and using your own experience and ideas, answer the question below:
1. In what ways does your group see Plato’s Allegory of the Cave descriptive of Plato’s philosophy?  
2. Can we make connections to “fur and rabbit’s hair” or to spiritual paths? 

Remember – you don’t have to be comprehensive in your answer, or even correct, though you have to provide evidence from the unit material to back up your thoughts.  The forum is designed to be a collaborative learning experience—together you will raise your understanding to a new levels.
