Context and Questions for Discussion Forum 

Unit 16 – Being Human is a Vast Universe
Context of DF questions

Hilde’s father tells Hilde about the size and distances/time of our universe and about our understanding of its birth and development (I made some corrections on your DW—science moves on!) This chapter brings our philosophical journey to a rather cosmic end!  

Passions sums it up as “…the great epistemological journey of the Western mind from the birth of philosophy out of the mythological consciousness in ancient Greece, through the classical, medieval, and modern eras, to our own postmodern age: the extraordinary succession of world views, the dramatic sequence of transformation in the human mind’s apprehension of reality, the mysterious evolution of language, the shifting relationships between universal and particular, transcendent and immanent, concept and percept, conscious and unconscious, subject and object, self and world—the constant movement toward differentiation, the gradual empowerment of the autonomous human intellect, the slow forging of the subjective self, the accompanying disenchantment of the objective world, the suppression and withdrawal of the archetypal, the constellating of the human unconscious, the eventual global alienation, the radical deconstruction, and finally, perhaps, the emergence of a dialectically integrated, participatory consciousness reconnected to the universal” (Passions p. 440)
“And why is there evident now such a widespread and constantly growing collective impetus in the Western mind to articulate a holistic and participatory world view, visible in virtually every field?  …the alienated modern mind is breaking through, out of the contractions of its birth process…to rediscover its intimate relationship with nature and the larger cosmos” (Passions p. 440).
“Our moment in history is indeed a pregnant one. As a civilization and as a species we have come to the moment of truth, with the future of the human spirit, and the future of the planet, hanging in the balance. If ever boldness, depth, and clarity of vision were called for, from many, it is now.  Yet perhaps it is this very necessity that could summon forth from us the courage and imagination we now require” (Passions p. 413).
Questions(s)

Drawing on “our moment in history,” what you have learned in this course and the SF video, and using your own experience and ideas, answer the questions below:
What is your impression of The Awakening Universe video in the context of what you have learned about the philosophical threads we have followed this semester, and in the context of your own personal reaction to it? 

Some of the possibilities of unit learning that correspond to the video are:
Threads of transcendence and immanence / Threads of rationalism and empiricism

Objective and subjective knowledge / Enlightenment and Romanticism
Science and spirituality / Our world as an organism or a mechanism

