Context and Questions for Discussion Forum 

Unit 14 – Darwin & Freud
Context of DF questions

As Alberto guides us through Darwin and Freud, we see that they are riding the naturalistic currents of their time—currents that still defines our contemporary Western worldview.  These were exciting times of seeing the frontiers of science pushed forward. But they were also unsettling times of finding ourselves as a meaning making species adrift in an apparently meaningless universe.

“…when it came to defining a basic cosmology, the secular scientific mind continued to determine the modern Weltanschauung’s [worldview’s] center of gravity. For without consensual validation, the Romantics’ revelations could not overcome their apparent incompatibility with the commonly accepted truths of scientific observation, the bottom line of modern belief. The dreamer held no fragrant rose, tangible and public, with which to demonstrate to all the truth of his dream” (Passions p. 375).

“With Darwin…any remaining theological assumptions concerning the world’s divine government and man’s special spiritual status were severely controverted by the new theory and evidence: Man was a highly successful animal.  He was not God’s noble creation with a divine destiny, but nature’s experiment with an uncertain destiny” (Passions p. 327).

 “With Freud, the Darwinian struggle with nature took on new dimensions, as man was now constrained to live in eternal struggle with his own nature.  Not only was God exposed as a primitive infantile projection, but the conscious human ego itself with its prize virtue the human reason…was now dethroned, it too recognized as nothing more exalted than a recent and precarious development out of the primordial id” (Passions p. 329). 

We have seen this struggle of rationalism vs. empiricism in different forms throughout the semester: the Mythologies vs. Natural Philosophies, Plato vs. Aristotle, Augustine vs. Aquinas, Continental Rationalist vs. British Empiricists, Enlightenment vs. Romanticism.  Now we see empiricism—science—taking the upper hand yet leaving the question of meaning behind.  Nietzsche not only suggested that God is dead, but that we killed him! The origins of the creation vs. evolution, science vs. religion debates go deep and long into the Western psyche.
Questions(s)

Drawing on what you learned in this unit about Darwin and Freud and the naturalistic currents still present in our times, and using your own experience and ideas, answer the questions below (you may combine your answers if you like):

1. What have we gained and what have we lost as a civilization in our quest for scientific truth?
2. Why do you think that rationalism—subjective truth, never quite gives way entirely to empirical—objective truth?
Remember: Your answer must rely on, and express, unit learning to give it substance. Think critical thinking!
If you include your own worldview (faith, agnosticism, atheism, ???) try to step outside of it and examine it from the long view of Western philosophical history.

